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agitator. "    Lajpat Rai, of his own accord, had
gone to America  before the War.    He wanted
to go back to his own country.    He applied for
passports.    But   the British authorities, at the
instance of the Government   of India or other-
wise, refused to grant  him passports.    Wedg-
wood took up the case of Mr. Lajpat Rai. Here
is a British citizen, he argued, against whom no
charges of a definite character have been made,
prevented in an insidious, and not in an open,
manner,  from going   to his own  country.    He
interpellated the Home   Office  on  the  point.
The   only    result    was    Sir    George   Cave's
notorious reply that Mr.   Rai   was a dangerous
agitator    who   was   poisoning   the    minds   of
America against Britain.    Sir   George did  not
stop here.    If   we  remember  right,   he  even
hinted that Lajpat Rai may have been in some
way   connected     with    the   traitors    at    the
San     Francisco    trial!    Wedgwood,    having
failed   in this  first attempt,  returned  to the
point at   the   earliest opportunity.    And  this
time, he did not go to the Home Office.    He
bombarded the India Office where he thought
he would meet with better  success,    He put
questions intended to elicit answers establishing